
Recap of Grande Dunes - 2026 

 

SSBC cruised to Grande Dunes the period from June 12 to June 

14th and it was a wonderful weekend.  

We had 12 boats join the trip and several folks either joined 

aboard some of the boats or drove down to join the weekend. The 

boats are listed below: 

• Savior Vive - Blanchard 

• Commando - McCarthy 

• Beyond Blue Waters - Thompson  

• Joy Ride - Rampy 

• Wine Down - Gross 

• Dream Catcher - Plaine 

• Virtual Reality - Huges 

• King Tide - Ensslin 

• Aquaholic - Pannucci 

• Southeast of Disorder - Key 

• Dock Tales – Scheler  

• No Name – Sleight 

 

Most boats chose to arrive early on Friday, to get a jump on the 

weekend, with an early departure from St. James and an easy 3-

hour ride along the intercoastal. On arrival members chose to 

clean boats, chill and then head to the wonderful pools at Grande 

Dunes.  

 



Later that evening, beginning at 5 pm, Al Gross did another one of 

his fantastic bourbons tasting; this time with 10 to 14-year-old 

bourbons. Following the bourbon tasting we went onto light 

appetizers, followed by a Dock Party of fried chicken and 

numerous salads. We also took the opportunity to wish Len 

Pannucci a happy birthday. Following dinner, it was back to the 

boats and enjoyed beverages and some shared camaraderie with 

their fellow members. 

Saturday morning everyone arose to go to a breakfast of their 

choice at either a restaurant or aboard their own boats. Shortly 

thereafter everyone headed to the pool for another fun day while it 

was hot and steamy, which made the pool feel fantastic. Pool 

shenanigans were at a minimum on this trip, however everyone in 

and around the pool ensure they had plenty of "hydration” 

supplied by the pool side bar!  

Saturday lunch provided a few options. A few members chose 

lunch at the 357 Raw Bar and while others chose to have some 

leftover goodies from the night before. The left-over event was 

hosted aboard Wine Down, and Jonathan Cressy noted that the 

USCG wanted to verify how many life jackets were on board! 

Considering that at one point we had at least 15 people aboard 

and eating at the same time, a fine was considered but instead 

the “officials” decided to become members of the “Gross Bourbon 

Cadre”. 

At 5 pm we had the pleasure of christening David and Barbara 

Key’s new Sea Hunt. Padre Sea Ray welcomed her to the SSBC 

fleet and officiated the ceremony to christen Southeast of 

Disorder. We had an SSBC first on this trip with a "One Whack 

Nelly”.  That was Barbara Key breaking the champagne bottle on 



her first shot ….  her wind up and a quick shot with the ball peen 

hammer – DONE!   

After the celebration we ventured off to wonderful dinner at our 

favorite restaurant Ducati's. As luck would have it the rain came 

as we headed to the restaurant …. some arrived dry via hotel 

shuttle and some walkers were like drowned rats       .  Despite 

that everyone enjoyed a great Italian meal. 

Sunday morning the fleet headed back to Saint James at their 

leisure. 

A big thank you to JM and Pat Blanchard for coordinating a great 

weekend for the boats and all those who drove. Special thanks to 

all who assisted in bringing tables and any necessary equipment 

so we could celebrate the weekend. 

Another marvelous weekend for SSBC. Please enjoy the photos 

below provided by Helen Cressy, Joanne Millazzo and JM 

Blanchard. 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 





 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

  



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


