Wilmington Cruise Recap - 2024

Members - please see the below for a recap of the Wilmington Cruise. This was a
unique trip in that we arranged it over two weekends due to limited availably at Port
City Marina in Wilmington. A big thanks to Nick Lawler for working with the marina
staff in giving us the opportunity to visit the marina. This recap is in two sections
below:

Cruise weekend #1 - October4to 6,2024 - Coordinated by Al Gross

Cruise #1 to Port City Marina (4-6/7 Oct) was very nice albeit with only two boats in
attendance: Al/Diana Gross in "Wine Down" and Peter Cudlip/Marti Alter in "Merci

Cali". We started on Friday with "docktails" on Wine Down then transitioned to the Tequila
Waterfront restaurant, where Mark/Marcia Leeds joined us for dinner, margaritas, and even
some tequila shots! We took advantage of the fantastic weather by attending Wilmington's
Riverfest activities on Saturday, then more docktails/dessert on the boat after dinner and
watching the Riverfest drone show that night from Embassy Suites rooftop/Cloud Nine

bar. A small group, but a great time was had by all, and in meeting new SSBC friends!"
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Cruise weekend #2 - October 4to 6,2024 Coordinated by Craig Thompson

Headline: It starts here.... and ends here.

Our cruise #2 was a perfect weather weekend. There were many highlights of the weekend,
but a few are below.

It was Aquaholic's maiden voyage, and we welcomed her to the fleet. On Saturday Padre
SeaRay Rampy officiated the christening we christened her.

The fleet attending included:

Joyride Il - Rampy

Beyond Bluewaters - Thompson
Commando - McCarthy

King Tide - Ensslin

Sanctuary- Parsons

Aquaholic - Pannucci

We aso thank Jim and Lacy Banko for driving up Friday night to join the dock party. They
Brought a Killer Dip ..... a secret receipt but had Bourbon in it! In addition, Mark and Marcia

Leeds drove up on Saturday to join us for dinner and brought us a family favorite cheese

blintzes -Yummy!




We had originally planned an Italian dinner for Saturday ( at Tarantelles) which would have
included 10 additional members who were driving up to join us ... however due to a water
pipe breaking, the restaurant cancelled our reservation and thus those 10 folks decided not
drive up. Instead, those already in Wilmington (plus the Leeds who drove up) went to Steam
Restaurant at Embassy Suites. We raised a glass to Jim and Wende for their 40™
anniversary.

So, what does the above headline (It starts here.... and ends here) )mean..... well..... for
our dock party we found a perfect location on the docks to set up our cook station and
seating.... a nice wide open area (see pictures)... as we were eating, a pump started up, and
we quickly realized the area we were eating by had the Sani pump station right by it. While
not a horrible smell, it was something we all as boaters with on board heads are all familiar

with @

Despite that heading banner moment, we had a great time Friday night relaxing and
enjoying the three "B"s... Burgers, Brats, and Beer. After the dock party we proceeded back
to the boats for dessert. The bottles were opened and as shown in the pictures we
proceeded to drain a few bottles of bourbon. It was a grand night.

Saturday morning, we woke to folks meandering off for breakfast and then many went to
the Wilmington Boat Show. Then it was an afternoon to relax, followed by the Aquaholic
christening, and dinner.

For those who have not been to Port City marina, it's a great location to cruise to....
beautiful marina, easily drivable for members who do not have a boat, and immediate
access to downtown Wilmington. As shown in the pictures below the marina renovations
are done and now there are roughly 50 house boats on a dedicated dock. It hasits own
"main street"(see picture) and they are all for rent via AirBnB or VRBO. A great option to
participate right in the marina.

Now that the marina is fully completed, WE WILL BE BACK. Sid Rampy has already begun
to discuss the best month with the marinas new dockmaster.

Getready for a 2025 Port City Cruise weekend,
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Happy Anniversary - Jim and Wende McCarthy



